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ABSTRACT: Indian Sandalwood (Santalum album L.) may be considered as one of the world's most valuable commercial 
timber and is currently valued globally for its heartwood and oil. Since liberalization of rules regarding sandalwood 
growing in 2001 and 2002 there has been tremendous interest among farmers and stakeholders across India in farming 
this tree. The hemi-parasitic nature of the tree, its adaptability to grow in semiarid tracts and potential to grow in 
combination with horticultural species as secondary hosts makes it a potent agroforestry species. High demand and 
remunerative prices of heartwood have motivated farmers/stakeholders to take up sandalwood farming especially in 
non-traditional areas in many states across India like Gujarat, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and 
Maharashtra since the past decade. The potential of the tree in natural and naturalized forested areas, existing farming 
systems and other silvi-horticultural systems across India have been studied by IWST including heartwood and oil 
formation using non-destructive methods. The scope of cultivation in current farming systems including economics of 
cultivation have been critically analyzed and presented.The current problems and future prospects for increased 
livelihood opportunities and enhancing farm income levels also discussed along with suggestion for promoting 
sandalwood farming practices across India.
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