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Training on non-timber forest
produce inaugurated at TFRI

B Staff Reporter

TRAINING on ‘Value Addition
and marketing of Non-Timber
Forest Produce/ Medicinal Plants’
was inaugurated at Tropical
Forest Research Institute (TFRI)
under Green Skill Development
Programme sponsored by the
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEF&CC),
GovernmentofIndia, New Delhi.

Dr G Rajeshwar Rao (ARS),
Director TFRI, welcoming the
guests, addressed the gathering
and spoke about the importance
ofnon-timber forest produce and
its exceedingeconomicvalue over
foresttimber. He evoked trainees
to utilise their time at the insti-
tute to improve their knowledge
aboutmedicinal plants to best of
their capacity.

The guest of honour, Dr S D
Upadhyay, iProfessor and Head
Forestry Division, Jawaharlal
Nehru Krishi Vishwa Vidyalaya,
Jabalpur, appreciated the full-
fledged coursedesign of the train-

Guests releasing course manual during training programme.

ing encompassing cultivation,
sustainable harvesting, value
chain and marketing of forest
produce. Dr Geeta Joshi, train-
ing in-charge, elucidated about
the importance and purpose of
thissecond trainingorganised by
TFRIundertheskilldevelopment
programme of Government of
India. Dr Nanita Berry, training
coordinatorwelcomed the group

of participants and briefed them
about the training schedule con-
sisting of 39 lectures and 4 field
visits constituting various aspects
ofmedicinal plants and other for-
estproduce. She alsospoke about
the field visits scheduled under
the programme to visit Vindhya
Herbalsin Bhopal, Mahua, Aonla,
Chirongi processing units at
Tamia, aromatic distillation units,
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interaction with various traders
and farmers and demonstration
plots cultivating medicinal plants.
Director TFRI, DrS D Upadhyay
and other scientists released the
course manual during the event.
Around 22 participants coming
from different backgrounds will
be participating in this 15-day
long training programme. The
group of participants are from
agricultural, forestry, engineer-
ing and technical fields, farmers
interested in cultivation and mar-
ketingof NTFPs, NGOs and entre-
preneursinterested in medicinal
plantsectors. DrHari Om Saxena,
training director convened the
inaugural session and the ses-
sion concluded by extension of
vote of thanks by Dr M Kundu.
Other senior scientists and offi-
cerslike DrP B Meshram, CBehra
(IFS), DrS Chakrabarti, DrFatima
Shirin, Dr Avinash Jain, Dr Arun
Kumar, DrS Sarvanan alongwith
other scientists, officers and
employees of the institute were
also present at the ceremony.
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